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REFACE 


HO the hard things which uſe to be 
aid h too many on the zoth of Ja- 

i nuary, might be à ſufficient apology 

”" for a man's taking the ſame oppor- 
tunity to plead the cauſe of the guiltleſs ; yet 
when it was firſt reſobued to transfer our lec- 

ure this week to that day, I had no deſign of 
tempting any thing of that nature, it being 
mſider'd only as a day whereon people are 
ure at lei ſure to attend. But when the 
hiect here inſiſted on, offer d it ſelf after- 
wards to my thoughts, ] judg'd it might be © 
nſeaſonable neither for the day, nor the pre- 
ent fate of Chriſtianity among us: for I 
think nothing can be more proper with reſpect 

10 both, than an endeavour to allay heats and 


guarded againſt any thing that will offend the 
riends of religion, and the preſent govern- 
ment. If the ſermon ſhall be of uſe to cock 
mens tempers, and to promote peace and cha- 
nty, its end will be obtain'd : if not, while 


animoſities. In doing this I hope I have 


4 The PREFACE. 

it has what I fear is the common fat, 

many other and better ſermons, both preqj, 

and publiſh'd, to be loft; it may yet | M— 
 Zeflimony of the good intentions of tl 

JJ e 
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1 SAIA | 


ta) 


IS AIAH XI. x * 
The envy alſo of Ephraim ſhall depart, 
and the adverſaries of Judah ſhall be cut. 
off : Ephraim ſhall not envy Judah, 
and Judah ſhall not vex Ephraim. 


noble prophecy of the Meſſiah, and his quali- 


and inlargement of his kingdom. And as he 


and it is foretold concerning him, that of the 
| increaſe of his government and peace there ſhou'd be no 


forth the time of the increaſe of his government, he 
repreſents it as a time of great peace, when the 


ſhou'd be civiliz'd, when the volf ſhould dwell with the 
lamb, and the leopard fhou'd lie down with the kid, &c. 
ver. 6. And thus the proſperous times of the Meſ- 
fiah's Lingdom are All d in the text, as abounding 
with peace, and more eſpecially with internal peace: 
The envy alſo of Ephraim ſhall depart, and the adver- 
faries of Judah all be cut off : Ephraim ſhall not envy 
Judah, aud Judah. hall not vex E ae „ 
The words ſeem to be a red Mon of the happy u- 
mon of the {ſ-aelites under the Meſſiah their king, E- 
Phraim and Fudah comprehending all Iſrael. They 

| antiently made but one kingdom under David and So- 
VVV lomon ; 


N the former part of this chapter we have a : 
 fications for fis office, and of the happineſs g 
is ſtyl'd by this rophet, The prince of peace, 


end; Iſa ix. 6, 7. ſo here when the prophet would ſet 


roughelt tempers ſhould be tamed, and the molt ſavage 


6 A SERMON preathed at Exon, 
lomon ; but in the next reign under Rehoboam th, 
became divided into two kingdoms, two Tribes conti 


nuing {till true to the houſe of David, and the other 


ten revolting, and ſetting up an oppoſite kingdom unde 
Feroboam. The chief of the 3.5 tribes yp er 
and the chief of the ten Eyhraim; and ſo each kingdom 
was denominated from its chief tribe. The kingdom 
of the ten tribes, or of Ephraim, was ſoon after thi 
rophecy deſtroy d, as was foretold by Iſaial, ch. vii. 


Within threeſcore and five years ſhall Ephraim be Im. 


ken, that it be not a people : and ſince we never read 
that it was to be reſtored to its former tate, as a (i. 
tint kingdom, but are aſſur'd of the contrary, (F:, 


xxxvii. 22.) I can hardly think the text is to be under. | 


ſtood to ſpeak merely of Ephraim and Zudah ; hut 
the prophet deſigning to foretell the ceafing of all aj. 
moſities in the kingdom of the Meſſiah, at that bleg: 
time when it ſhould be gloriouſly advanced in the world 


| ſeems to me to borrow names of parties and faction 


from his own times, and from the known diviſion which 
was then among the Iſraelites > g. d. You fee hoy 
© miſchievou: the diviſion of [/7acl has prov'd, and hoy 
© much prejudice cach fide has done the other : but in 
the happy times 1 ſpeak of, nothing of this nature 
| © ſhall be found, the ſubjects of the Meſſiah hal 
be more thorowly united; and tho Ephraim and 
Judah will be all ſubjects of the ſame king, yet 
there ſhall then be no ſuch enmity as there now is 
© all ſuch diſtinctions and all factions ſhall then entirely 
* ceaſe,” is not unuſual in the ſcripture to uſe name 
in ſuch a feigned rather than a ſtrict and proper ſenſe 
Thus Feypr, Sodom, and Babylon, don't always figiß 
the places that were commonly known by thoſe names; 
but are myſtically applied to denote ſich as in ſome fe- 
ſpect or other reſembled them. And thus in a more like 
caſe, the apoſtle thinking it in all likelihood invidious 
to name the ſeveral heads of parties among the (. 
r1inthians, chuſes rather to put others in theit room, 
and ſpeaks of them as tho they had been divided 4 
bout himſelf, Apollos, and Cephas ; 1 Cor. i. 12. iv. b 
And ſuch a figurative way of ſpeaking of things remote 
and diſtant from the prophet's days, under names and 
8 I terms 


ſtitut 
out 0 
one u 
he aj 
to re 
lawfu 
was, 


thith 
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ms very familiar in his own, was the more likely to 


aer bis deſign, and to more and affect thoſe to 


uhom he propheſy'd. 
eating to the words, I ſhall, 


1. Take a brief view of the ſtate of theſe tuo peo- 


ple here mention'd. 
Il 


. Confider in what way the animoſity was kept up _ 
between them, and is commonly between other parties, | 
013. by envy on the one hand, and vexing on the 
III. Shew that the advancement of the intereſt and 
kingdom of Chriſt in the world, will be accompanied 
with the ceaſing of ſuch animofities —© 


I. I ſhall take a brief view of the ſtate of theſe 


ople here mentioned, and of the caſe and condition 
* were in, and that only ſo far as may be thought 
to render them fit to be made the emblems of divi- 
fons and parties in after-times. Now there was a con- 
ſiderable Liference between them in their eccleſiaſtical 
and civil capacity; and in both Judah had a great ad- 
vantage over Ephraim. 3% 

i we conſider them as to their church-ſtate, the 
true worſhip was fix'd in ZFudah, and Ephraim was de- 
ſitute of it. When God brought the children of Iſrael 
out of Egypt, he defigned that they ſhould continue as 
one united church or congregation ; and in order to it, 
he appointed only one place to which he required all 
to repair for his more ſolemn worſhip, making it un- 
lawful to be perform'd any where elſe. Where the ark 
was, thither they were to bring all their ſacrifices, and 
thither were all the males to repair three times a year 
to keep their ſolemn feaſts. God choſe the land of 
Judah as the place where it ſhou'd at laſt be fix'd. 
t had indeed been a long time at Shilo, which belong'd 
to Ephraim; but in the days of Samuel it was remov'd, 


belong d to the tribe of Zudah; and by David it was 
remov'd to Feruſalem, where it continu'd till Solo- 


do that Judah had the prerogative in this reſpect. In 


and remain'd twenty years at Kirjath-jearim, which 


mom's time, who fix'd it in the temple which he built. 5 


8 AskRMON preached at Exon, 
| Judah «vas Goda known ; in Salem n his tabep. 
nacle, and his dwelling-flace in Zion; Pal. lxxvi, 1. 
There in Judah the worſhip of God continued in J 
 faial's time: but Ephraim ſadly degenerated upon 
their revolt from the houſe of David. As they ſet u 
another kingdom tor themſelves, their kings thought b 


policy to reſtrain them from going up to Feruſalem w 


. and therefore deviſed other places for then 

to wor 

the true God, yet it was not ſuch as he had preſcribd 
And tho there were confiderable corruptions in 7 
yet in the main they continued faithful; and there was 

no compariſon between Ephraim and them in that re. 


ſpect, as God teſtifies by another oe e J. | 
] 


with Jſalah: Ephraim e, me about ith lies, 

and the honſe of Iſrael with deceit ; but Judah yet ry. 
leth with God, and is faithful with the ſaints ; Hoſ. 
xi. 12. And 'tis remarkable, that tho we read of ſere- 
ral of the kings of Zudah who did that which wa 
right in the fight of the Lord, we meet not with ſo 


much as oue of the kings of Jſ-ae! who deſerv'd that 


))) ce 
2. If we conſider them in their civil ſtate, there was 
a great difference between them; and therein alſo . 


Aab had an advantage over Ephraim. As the promiſes 


under the old diſpenſation were very much of a tempo- 
ral nature, the B p40 of God were commonly Gt 
proſperous or afflicted in their outward concerns accord- 
ing as they did or did not yield obedience to the lay 
of God. And E/hrain having now for a long time 
grievouſly corrupted the worſhip of God, had brought 
- Th his heavy judgments upon themſelves, and were in 
a very broken and ſhatter'd condition. We meet with 
many paſſages that thus deſcribe their caſe about this 
time in the prophecies of 1/azah and Hyſea. Ephraim 
(ſays Hoſea) is oppreſſed, aud broken in judgment, bt: 
_ cauſe he willingly walked after the commandment, that 
is, the commandment of the kings of 1[j-acl, who made 
the people to fin by worſhipping at Dan and Bethel; 
Hoſ. v. 11. Their ſtate was now very declining and 
languiſning. Strangers (as the ſame. prophet {ayz, 
Cb. vii. 9.) had devour'd his ftrength, and he knew it 


of; 


hip in; where tho they deſign'd their worſkip to 


et 


21 
ets 1 


other 


Land e 
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impe 
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..: yea, grey hairs were here and there upon him, 
„ Jin be knew it not; that is, there were many plain 
L bas of the decrepid ſtate and approaching diſſolution 


of their kingdom, tho they were inſenfible of it. And 
Jah expreſly fixes the time hereof, that it ſhould be 
within threeſtore and five years. Tis true there was 
much corruption in Judah at the ſame time, and God 
had been puniſhing them for their fins, and their ſtate 
vas conſiderably weaken'd ; but it was not to the ſame 
degree with that of Ephraim or Iſrael, nor was that 
kingdom fo near to its diſſolution: and indeed it laſted 
above a hundred years after /-ael was carried into cap- 


© Wiivity. This brief account of the different caſes of 
1) Whoſe two people, may help us the more eaſily to ap- 
 Wyrchend the animoſities that were between them, and 
7 


ſp to diſcern the reaſon why God made uſe of their 


. names in deſcribing the miſchief of parties in general. 
4 | therefore proceed now to the ſecond thing I pro- 
b i 


© os wn he ts ws Fae oe bares 
Eobraim and Fudah, and is commonly between other 


4s ties who may be compar'd with them. The prophet = 
U En out by envy on the one hand, and vexing on the 
J other. Either of theſe may. happen to be foremoſt, 


| ind give occaſion or provocation to the other: but when 
ve conſider the corruption of men, and how prone they 
are in affliction to envy, and in proſperity to pride and 
imperiouſneſs, we may, without much difficulty ſuppoſe 
them to be many times of the ſame date, and as ſerv- 
ing continually to whet and increaſe each other. And 
fince it may in that reſpect appear indifferent which is 
treated of firſt, there can be no hurt in following the or- 
der in which the prophet has ſet them. And. 
1. In ſuch parties and divifions the inferior fide are 
prone to enuy the ſuperior. Thus it was in Tſazab's 
days : Ephraim was the weaker fide, and is according- 


great degree of virtue, and of that charity, one of 
whoſe properties tis that it evieth not, to make us ea- 
ly and contented in meaner circumſtances than thoſe a- 
bout us. Men have e a conceit ef their own 


ly repreſented as enuying Judah. There is need of a 


merit, 
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Bo. : 7 | Kraint 
merit, and are apt to imagine that they have az mug ber 7 
right to proſperity as their neighbours. : and not 2 ber th 


does the want of it make them diſcontented and uneaf 

but it. raiſes ill-will againſt thoſe who enjoy it. oy, 

_ narrowly pry into their characters, and greedily | 
hold of any thing which they think will leſſen the 
5 reputation, and. expoſe them to the like malignity . 
| hatred with that which they have themſelves conceiyi 
againſt them. They look back upon former nd 
'wherein it may be they had the advantage, and theoth 
fide was inferior to them; and 'tis great odds if the 
can neither truly diſcover, nor wickedly contrive foms 
What diſhonourable and baſe to charge their neigh 
bours with, and to which they would have all the ” 
vantage they have now over them to be attribute 
Thus it might be that Ephraim, underſtood liter:l 
might envy Zudah, partly upon a political, and part 
upon a way 7's account. They might be apt to att 
bute the broken ſtate of their kingdom to the wa 
which had been between them and Z#4ah, and to ap 
gra vate the unkindneſs of thoſe who were of the fame 

| Hock, and formerly made but one kingdom with then 
They might perhaps too repine at Zz4a/'s religious ad 
vantages, that they ſhould have the ark of the teſt 
mony among them; and their diſpleaſure might be 
heightned by remembring the accounts of former time 
wherein it abode in their territories, And as at thei 
revolt, and the ſetting up of their ſeparate kingdom 
they ſeem to ſpeak of David and his houſe with hatred 


0 decu 
poſe 
which 
ind en 
rue W. 
ytion 
f thel 
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arties 
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and contempt, 1 Kings xii. 16. What portion have wa * 
in David? neither have wwe inheritance in the ſon oc: 
Jeſſe. To your tents, O Iſrael; now ſee to thine cu elſar 
houſe, David: fo 'tis poſſible they might aſcribe this ral 
fixing of the ark to his craft, and partiality to his open 
tribe. f „%% dy fer non ages 
It may perhaps be objected againſt this, that F ond 
 phraim or Iſrael do not ſeem to 3 been diſpleaſed vat 
with their own worſhip, or concern'd for their want oe b 
the true ſervice in the temple at Jeruſalem; and G 
there could be no room for this kind of envy. 2 


But it may be replied, that their compliance with 
the worſhip appointed by Feroboam, was owing to con. 
N F*** {traint 


tua | 
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ſraint rather than choice: and the controverſy, whe- 
mater Jeruſalem was the proper place of worſhip, ra- 
ou ber than Dan and Bethel, being fo eaſy for every one 
if decide who look d into the law, it can hardly be 
poſed that they were inſenſible of the advantage 
hich Judaß had in this reſpect: and 'tis therefore 
johly probable they were inwardly moved with grief 
ad envy againit Judah, becauſe of their having the 
vc worſhip among them, while yet they had not reſo- 
tion or courage enough to diſobey the commandment 
then their kings in repairing to it at the appointed times. 
they [ wiſh we had leſs reaſon to judge 2 concerning 8 
mel erties then, from the obſervation we may eafily make 
{thoſe of our own times. There is, perhaps, hardly 
ny one party among us (I ſpeak of Proteſtants) but has 
mewhat peculiar among them that deſerves commen- _ 
ation; and were mankind leſs diſpoſed to envy true 
archMWſicrit, and more inclin'd to give it its due praiſe, and to 
ttnMWhnitate it; all parties might improve by-one another, 
wan all by fuch a noble imitation of what was good in 
ach, ſhould at length find themſelves infenfibly united 
nto one body. But envy cankers the beſt things, turns 
jm Wictue into vice, and fixes that as a blemiſh and re- 
aach, which is the juſteſt occafion of praiſe and com- 
eli endation. Envy is commonly moſt remarkable in 
- Whoſe of an inferior condition: but let the condition 
mesſhe what it will, an envious-temper may make a man 
ok upon it as inferior in ſome reſpe& or other to his 
ciphbours ; and ſo it may reign in thoſe who are in a 
tei perior condition too. And indeed it ſeems eſſential 
ea true Party-ſpirit.. And the miſchief of it is un- 
1 eakable, not only by the uneaſineſs and torment it ne- 
u ederily gives the mind where it reigns, but as it na- 
tig rally prompts men to prejudice an, undermine thoſe 
on ron whom it fixes, in their reputation or any advan- 

ages which they ever ſo juſtly poſſeſs. Nor need we 
Hander that it is ſo miſchievous, when we conſider 
ieh lat practices commonly accompany it; and therefore | 
t ole by St. Paul, 2 Cor. xii. 20. join'd with it, vis. De. 
0 ures, *erarhs, ſtrifes, backbitings, whiſferings, fel. 
gs, Tuners. And indeed, as another apoltlc tells us, 

„ %Cͤ TC. 1 4c"Þ 
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Jion and every evil work, 5 

2. In ſuch parties and diviſions the ſuperior fide ,, 
prone to vex the inferior. Thus in the text, a, p 
 Fhraim is ſpoken of as being uſed to envy Pug, 
is Judah repreſented as being accuſtom'd to ves p 
Pphraim: and 7udah, as I obſerv'd before, was in fv 
ral reſpects ſuperior to Ephraim. Tis the ſame © 
rupt affection that is the root of both theſe ej 
*Tis pride that makes men diſcontented and enviowi 


a low condition; as St. James ſays, ch. iv. 5, TM And 
ſpirit that dwelleth in us luſteth to envy ; and by U aeſtro: 
next verſe it appears that he ſpeaks of the pride ¶ ¶ mey c 
mens hearts. And 'tis the ſame evil diſpoſition thultheir 3 
diſcovers it-ſelf in thoſe who are in proſperous circunMniſch! 
Nances : for tis pride that makes em imperious an ſuppo! 
cruel. *Tis very hard for ſuch degenerate creatures M often 
we are to eſcape the dangerous ſnares of either eſtate [ſpirit 
and particularly not to be puffed up when things ſuccee{Myith 
according to our defires. The Pralmiſt has fully Etat 
ſcrib'd the temper and behaviour of the wicked in ti and at 
reſpect; Pſal. Ixxiii. 5, 6, ), 8. They are not in m Bu 
ble as other men, neither are they plagued like other mul eeſtlel 
Therefore pride compaſſeth then about as à chin Which | 
violence covereth them as a garment. Their eyes ſtanWoppro 
out with fatneſy ; they have more than heart could wiſh Nick 
They are corrupt, and ſpeak wickedly concerning when 


preſſion ; they ſpeak loftily,  _ — grour 
There is hardly any thing men more eagerly coeſ guart 
than power : whence they are ready to improve even quen 
advantage which they have above others, to the nd 
larging of their authority and influence; and the moot ſu 
they find this conteſted, the more earneſt they com-lſto {ar 


monly are to exert and eſtabliſh it, by making theiWtreat 
adverſaries feel the weight of it. Tis therefore naturlWinnoc 
to them to apply all their wit and power to vex ſuch A be fu 
would 3 PTT. ĩ u FE. © 
here is a Seas variety of the methods that are ud der 
to this purpoſe. Sometimes the ſuperior party endes dert 


adve 
we 
ho 


vour to over-power the inferior by down: right force an 
violence, and ſo to compel them to a ſubmiſſion to thei 
will, or at once to deſtroy em. This, no doubt 


4 A* 


17 


U 
vhen they fancy themſelves to ſtand upon the higher 
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ve aim of Judah in their wars againſt Ephraim: they 


dught to deſtroy that kingdom, and to recover the 
people to a ſubjection to the kings of Judah. And in 
conteſt for power, whether it be between diſtindt 
kingdoms, or diftinct parties in the ſame kingdom, lit- 
e regard is commonly paid to juſtice and equity: men 
et no bounds to the exerciſe of their power, but by 
their chief aim, the obtaining their will. How much 
laughter and deſolation has this often cauſed in the. 

—_ cc MM cc. 

And where men have it not in their power utterly to 


they can to diſtreſs them. When t 
their perſons, they will their eſtates, and do them all the 


liefiroy an adverſe party, yet hen they can to do all 
h 


nichief they can in the ſeveral callings by which they 


ſupport themſelves and their families. This has been : 
often done by cruel and oppreffive laws, which a party- 


hirit will put men upon enacting, when they are veſted 
with an authority to do it: and 'tis frequently ſeen, 


nd are very ready to rejoice in irt. 
But when men are diſappointed in this reſpe&, their 
reſtleſs ſpirit will ingage em in other ways of vexing 
ſuch as they are diſpleaſed with. Inſulting language, 
opprobrious names, and vile flanders, are weapons 
ch arty-men are ſeldom at a loſs for, and efpecially 


that when they are not, they will ftir up others to it, 


ground. And when religion has an intereſt in the 
quarrel, inſtead of moderating mens paſſions, it fre- 
quently on one, if not on both ſides, heightens them, 
and carries men to the utmoſt extravagance in the uſe 
of ſuch arts; as tho men thought religion were ſufficient 
w ſanctify not ont injuſtice, but even barbarity. Such 
treatment muſt needs be very vexatious ; and the more 
nnocent the ſufferers are, the more heinouſly may they 
be ſuppos d to reſent it. Nor can it be thought ffrange 
mat it ſhould raiſe in men envy and Sane and ren- 
der them avow'd adverſaries, as the text may be un- 
(erſtood to ſpeak of that as the effect of it. If by the 

adverſaries of Zudah in the former part of the verſe 
we ſhould underſtand Ephraim, as, conſidering the 


[hole verſe, may not be very unreaſonable, then the 


latter 


y cannot wound 


latter part of the verſe accounts for the way the 


one party gains the community loſes. Beſides that in 
| ſuch a caſe all things are in the utmoſt confuſion, and 


employments whereby they uſed to ſerve the publick, 
In like manner the internal animoſities and diviſions of 
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were made adverſaries, even by Fudah's vexing them 


Such is the animoſity frequently between parties, nz WM al 4 

| fo does the true ſpirit of them work by oppreſſion ad Pie. 
cruelty on the one hand, and by envy on the other,. “ ry 
and theſe inſtigate and provoke one another, ſo thy 3 
there muſt of neceſſity be the utmoſt diſtraction aud q q 
confuſion where ſuch a ſpirit reigns. I proceed to the eh 
third thing I propoſed. Og Ls 
III. That the advancement of the intereſt and kin. WM n 
dom of Chriſt in the world, will be accompanied vi 5 | 
the ceaſing of party-ſtrife and animoſity, This I gather * 
from the occation and connection of the words. The any 

| ſubject-matter of the prophecy is the ſpreading of the ly Oy 
Meſſiah's kingdom; and tis concerning that time that 7 0 
tis here foretold, that Ephraim ſhall not then envy if ar 
Fudah, nor Fudah vex Ephraim, that is, that ſuch b 8 1 
party-{trifes and animoſities ſhall then ceaſe. And! kuppe 
hall now offer ſome conſiderations which may ſerve tg * 
ow how much this tends to the advancement and 1255 
proſperity of Chriſt's kingdom. And „* 
I. I may here argue from our Saviour's general ren: 
maxim, concerning the miſchief of the contrary, Euνπνν WM... , 
kingdom divided againſt it ſelf, is brought to deſolotiu, Ns true 
Mat. xii. 25. And indeed when fellow-ſubjetts e 2 
fighting againſt and deſtroying one another, what cn ;; 
the conſequence be but the weakening, if not the utter In it 
overthrow of the ſtate? A foreign war is not in its ans f 

_ own nature near ſo pernicious, as a civil. Every ad- ig of 
vantage gained by either fide in a civil war is a preju Mer wh 
dice to the whole body; nor can any victory obtaind Mine ” 
be juſt matter of hearty joy and triumph, becauſe what W....?, 


reſent 


a ſtop is put to the ſubjects following thoſe arts and 


erly c 

the kingdom of Chriſt, can't but be very miſchievous 14 
and threatening to it. And however the watchfull care Nontrib 
of our Redeemer, will ſecure the tulfilment of his pro- Min reli 
miſe concerning the continuance of his church in gene Mikeran, 


ral; Wh re; 
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nal; yet tis manifeſt that his intereſt in this or that 
| particular place may be quite loft. And when the pro- 
ſelled ſubſects of Chriſt's kingdom are. engaged in feuds 
and animofities, and ſeeking to hurt and prejudice each 
other, how can his intereit in ſuch a place advance? 
st. Paul warns the Galatians of the fa conſequence 
of theſe things: But if ye bite and devour one ano. 
ner, take heed that ye be not conſumed one of another, 
Gal. iii. 15. Chriſtianity muſt needs ſuffer by ſuch. 
Cc rious zeal: for beſides its contrariety to the Chriſtian 
rule (which I ſhall have occaſion to mention afterwards) _ 
men are hereby diverted from the main buſineſs of 
religion 5 and the zeal that would be very commenda- 
bly laid out in following after holineſs, is unprofitably 


t ¶ waſted upon the peculiarities of a party. Nor does ſuch 
orygzeal much anſwer the end for which men perhaps 
f uſe it. "Tis not much adapted to convince ſuch as 


happen to be miſtaken. The proper method to con- 
vince is by iſtructing with meekneſs thoſe that "oppoſe 
themſelves, 2 Tim. ii. 25. but the wrath of man work- 
eh not the righteouſneſs of God, Jam. i. 20. However 
nen may applaud themſelves for their having bitter 
zeal and ſtrife in their hearts, and may glory in this 

as true 2/2072 Or religion; yet they do but ye againſt. 
phe truth: for this wiſdom deſcendeth not from above, 
but is earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh, Jam. iii. 14, 15, Nor 

an it be thought that theſe animoſities among Chriſ- 


. ans ſhould be any other than a hindrance to the ſpread- 
ig of their religion among ſuch as are ſtrangers to it: 
10 or when they ſee the profeſſors of is ſo bitterly raging 


ne againſt another, they will have but little incourage- 
nent to eſpouſe a religion which they apprehend will 


, , my raw them to be parties in the diſagreeable 
- nd unſeemly quarrel. Little ſervice therefore can be 
ik pected to be done for the religion of the bleſſed Jeſus, | 

* ule the pretended. friends of it are eagerly and bit- 


rly contending with one another. „„ 
2, The ceaſing of party: ſtrifes and animoſities muſt 
tribute very much to the advancement of the Chriſ- 
in religion, becauſe men are then beſt diſpoſed to ſearch 
ter and diſcover the truth, and to underſtand the grounds 
d reaſons of that religion which they embrace. If 
r X — Chriſtianity 
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Chriſtianity were what ſome men ſeem to imagin 
a mere name and profeſſion, if a bare form of 2 
would to all intents and apy c conſtitute men the 
ſubjects of our Saviour; his kingdom would ſuffer ef 
damage by theſe contentions : for tho they might pr. 
judice ftrangers more againſt it, yet it might be con. 
nued well enough where it was fix'd, while all partes 
agreed to train up their children, at leaſt in the profe 
non of Chriſtianity; or if the kingdom of God cam 
with obſervation, and were promoted by a worldly pom 
and ſplendor, the emulation between parties migh 
contribute to the advancement of it: but when is 
remember'd that the life and power of godlineſs is ab. 
ſolutely neceſſary to be join'd with the form of it, and 
that the religion which men profeſs mult influence an 


what 
| Uved 


hey t 


govern the heart and life; it can't be thought that an 
careleſs and ſlothful taking doctrines upon truſt fo Fix: 
parents, tutors, or miniſters, or merely in conformity "my 
the faſhion of the country where we live, can be ſufficien{.;- 
If ſuch motives could juſtify mens embracing Chtiſi um 4 
anity, why might they not as well juſtify them in wif. = 
ceiving any other religion? If it be ſaid Chriſtiainff g. 
s the true religion; tis eaſy to anſwer, that that is mu more 
than ſuch men know; till they have examin'd the n 3 
ture and evidence of it: nor is there any virtue in the del 
being in the right, ſince it proceeds not from any bHnent , 
they have to truth, or pains they have taken to iure: 
form themſelves concerning it; but as to them "tis... 
mere matter of chance, there being no religion whiq gent f 
might not have come recommended to them by allt beight 
fame motives upon which they profeſs Chriſtian fer a 
If we would pay to God a reaſonable ſervice, as off, mer 
religion teaches us, certainly we had need look into their 
and underſtand it. And fince the grace of God wu tro th 
appears in the goſpel is defign'd to cure our difordene,.. 
affections, and to mend our lives, reaching us to dem i 0 10 
goalineſs and worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, oer; 


teonfly and godly in this preſent world, Tit. ii. 11. Nauy thi 
can't be ſuppoſed to have a ſufficient influence upon ¶ diſorde 
for fuch purpoſes, unleſs the —_ conviction of Nperticu 
truth be fix'd in the mind. Then therefore is h this 
kingdom of Chriſt molt truly advanced, not _ 


wn 
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pole lors of Chriſtianity become more numerous, but 
when their profeſſion is owing to a deep ſenſe of the 
1th and excellency of it, acquir'd by a careful and im- 
artial examination. When men hear the word of the 
lig lum and underſtand it not, the devil eaſily catch- 
h it azway, Mat. xiii. 19. . 
Now the ceaſing of party: ſtrifes will very much con- 
tribute to ſuch an examination, and to the diſcovery of 
truth, and ſo to the advancement of Chriſtianity. 


Where men are govern'd by zeal for a party, the fond 
g rejudices they have conceived, indiſpoſe them to ſeek 
A and to perceive the truth, Their aim is.to find out 
hat they can that will ſerve the opinion they have re- 
1 ſaved to maintain: and while without examination 
n 


they take the maxims of their party for truth, they iry 
l other opinions by that uncertain ſtandard. And 'tis 
a very hard matter for a man who lives in the midſt of 


them. But where theſe ceaſe, every man is more at 
kiſure to ſearch after truth, and there is leſs to divert 
im from the ſearch, and to prevent his making a diſco- 
Bekdes, the ceaſing of ſuch animoſities leaves men 
more maſters of themſelves, in a ſedate and quiet 
temper of mind, by virtue of which they are better 
liſpoſed to hearken to reaſon, and to form a true judg- 
ment of things. Anger and wrath ruffle the mind, ob- 
cure the judgment, and make men deaf to the ſtrongeſt 
argument: whence we commonly judge it moſt pru- 


VoiolWent not to admoniſh or reaſon with a perſon in the 
lt height of his paſſion; but to let him cool, and, as we 
2 rery aptly expreſs it, come to himſelf firſt. And indeed 


a men hardly ſeem to be themſelves while they are in 
their ſudden and tranſient paſſions, ſo ſome men are 


1. tro the/ influence of a party in ſuch a continual tran- 
ae 1 of fury and rage, that they can hardly ever be 
* ad to be themſelves: and tho they may behave in 


other matters with prudence and diſcretion, yet let but 
uy thing relating to their party be ſtarted, and their 
llorder, like the diſtraction of ſome perſons about a 
particular ſubje&t, does preſently diſcover it ſelf. So that 
in this reſpeR the removing animoſities is moſt ſeryice- 

1 „ . able 


uch contending parties, to keep his mind untainted b 


edify another. 
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able to advance the kingdom of the Meſſiah, as ace! 
leaves men to a calm and ſedate temper, which iz 0 and v. 
all others the moſt fitted to diſcover the truth, and of Wins | 
pecially the tyuth as tis in Feſits. „„ jects 
3. The nature of our Saviour's kingdom ſhows hy 4.8 
neceſfarily the advancement of it mult be accompanieq Mthe w. 
with peace, and a ceſſation of animoſities among hi; {01 o 
| ſubjects. St. Paul has given us an account of the king. Nand fr 
dom of God, which is clear to this purpoſe. The kim. Wiccom 
om cf God (which is the fame with the kingdom ee bre 
Chriſt, it being that kingdom which God admin en /? 
by him) 7s not meat aud drink, but righteouſneſs, au ligio 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, Rom. xiv. 17, 18,10. ble t. 
that is, the diſtinguiſhing characters of the {ubjed, {Wpinit, 
ol this kingdom, are not cat and drink, a liberty {poſi 
uſing a greater variety of meats and drinks than the Wis Ho 
Fests had, which is an inconfiderable trifle in com. le an 
| pariſon of thoſe eſſential things, righteouſneſs, proce, Hontint 
and jcy in the Holy Ghoſt. And that theſe are the nd we 
main he ſhows in the next words; For he that in thee e bon 
things ſerveth Chriſt, as a true ſubje& of his kingdom, here 
is acceptable to God, and approved of men. Where-Wien 

upon he adds: Let us therefore follow after the things the 
that make for peace, and things wherewith one nuy th 2 
pirit, 
tt us 
iet 
„ Hor 
n, 15 
in i 
Ing, 
| thin 
e Spi 
ell 
to by 


ns, f 


al. v. 
ſelf. 

tim 
ur's 
time 
ties 


Ta if peace be fo eſſential to the kingdom o 
Chriſt, how can we ſuppoſe that the one ſhould ad- 
vance without the other? Whep our Saviour came into 
the world, the angels proclaim'd peace on earth, 
Luk. ii. 14. in his miniitry he inculcated peace upon his 
diſciples ; Have ſalt, lays he, in your ſelves, and have 
peace one with another, Mark ix. 50. when he was leaving 
the world he bequeathed them peace as his legacy, (Jb. 
__ xiv. 27.) and in his death he defign'd the making peace 
between Yew and Gentile, and to reconcile both in one 
body, (Eph. ii. 14, 15.) Now fince he had this Þ 
much in view, he can't be ſuppoſed to reckon his inte- 
reit promoted, while the contrary to it prevails : but 
the proſperity and increaſe of his government mul: be 
attended with the increaſe of peace, and the decay 
and abolition of party-ſtrifes and contentions, accord- 
ing to the account of this prophecy ; and 9 Fx 
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ince peace and love are ſo ſtrictly injoin'd, and hatred 
ad variance are ſo expreſly forbidden by him in the 
0 aus he has enacted for the government of his ſub- 
4. Since the advancement of Chriſt's kingdom in 
the world, whenever it is, muſt be owing to an effu- 
fon of the divine ſpirit; we may from his operations 
and fruits argue how neceſſurily peace and love muſt 
accompany it. The great, idvantages of the church 
ure brought about 707 by he, nor by power, but by 
wy ſpirit, ſaith the Lord of heſts, Zec. iv. 6. When 
cligion is in the molt languiſhing condition, God is 
able to revive the power of it, by the gift of his Holy 


Fa 1 | e . 2 a N ; 
A ririt, whoſe fruits and effects ail virtuous and holy 
f Wiſpoſiriovs are reckon'd to be. And when God gives 


is Holy Spirit for {ach a-purpoſe, can we think that 
he animofities of Chriſtians one againſt another can 
ontinue ? The unity of Chriſtians is attributed to him, 


e bond of feace ; Eph. iv. 3. Animoſities mult ceaſe 
here the fruits of the Spirit abound (as they muſt 
ere en Chriſt's kingdom is advanc'd) For the fruit 
ng the ſpirit is love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gentlc- 
eſs, goodneſs, &c, Gal. v. 22. How contrary to par- 
ftrites is that love or charity which is the fruit of the 
pirit, and of which we have that agreeable account 


ad. tt us? 3 Suffereth long, and is kind; charity 

imo eh not; charity vaunteth not it-ſelf, is not puffed 
u 49th not behave 1t-ſelf unſeemly, ſeeketh not hen 
ha, 75 not ea7ly provoked, thinketh no evil, rYejoiceth 
ade 17 1191 ity, but rejoiceth in the truth; beareth all 


ws, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth 
things. 1 Cor. xiii. 4, 5, 6, 7. This bleſſed fruit of 
e Spirit mult neceſſarily prevail together with the in- 
reſt of Chriſt in the world; and moſt deſtructive it 

to Hatred, variance, emulations, «erath, ſtrife, ſedi- 


Ins, ſects, envyings, which are the <vorks of the fleſh; 
but v- 20. wherein the ſpirit of a party does diſcover 
dee. Upon the whole, it cannot ſeem ftrange that 


time of the more eminent advancement of our Sa- 
us kingdom, ſhould be deſcrib'd in the prophecy as 
ime of great peace and unanimity, wherein the ani- 
ities of parties ſhould ceaſee.. 


nd we are required to Hold the unity of the ſpirir in 
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| - thers 
ceſſity 
ſefuln 
rude! 
than t. 
of it. 


And thus having ſpoken to the things I propos 
ſhall conclude with the three following refleion a 
what has been ſaid, i 7 
(1.) We may hence learn to bewail the unhayyin 
of our own country and time, and may perceive wh; 
is one great hindrance of the advancement of relipio{ſyis juds 
among us. If we compare our preſent temper uiHadviſa 
that which the prophet foretels ſhould take place would 
the kingdom of the Meſſiah ſhould be enlarg'4, y 
hall find but little reſemblance. And I verily beles 
that among the ſeveral things that obſtruct the proge 
and ſucceſs of the goſpel, I mean that true piety dd 
ſign'd to promote, our diviſions, as manag'd with 
much fiery zeal, are not the leaſt, I avoid entring u 
on particulars, that I may keep clear of the evil | x 
cenſuring. It cannot be a ſervice to peace, to lay ald 
load upon one party, when, perhaps, none of the re 
are wholly innocent in the quarrel : if they were int! 


men 
into p 
religie 
peace 
ther, 
their 


reel 
Rad 


| firſt rile, yet *tis very unlikely they have been ſo thi pradi 
the whole management of it. But I ſpeak of the ef the « 
in general, and the miſchief which is done by it. A B. 
doubtleſs there are very many good men in the ſerei or u 
parties into which we are unhappily divided, who hay ſome 
religion ſo much at heart, and are fo wel! qualified ff tain! 
the ipreading of it, that we might expect far ge be \ 
ſucceſs of their endeavours than we ſee, were he H hov 
their own nor their hearers minds in too great a deg exp! 
diverted by a party-zeal. But that which perhaps n min 
em the molt threatning part of our calamity, i; 2 
there are too many who are for a-gravating the dil a+ 
es among Chriitians to the utmoit, and with all th pol 
and induftry cheriſh diviſions, and inflame the f the 
, Which theyſhould endeavour to quench, leſs 


(.) If party-ſtrifes are fo pre;udicial to the inter 
of religion, then all who wiſh well to it ſhould be res 
to part with ſuch things as they allow are not abſolut 
neceſſary, or of any great uſe, when they find by en 


rience the are improv to the incouragement and p fur 

motion of ſuch ſtrifes. Men may not part with th ta! 

ablolutely neceſſary, nor, which is the ſame thing pr 
them, with what they think to be ſo; nor are they 

omit what they think God bas made a duty, beczg 3Þ 
9 -.--:-oth 
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chers think it no duty at all : but where no ſuch ne- 
ceſſity of a thing is apprehended, nor any extraordinary 
ſefulneſs of it can be alledg'd, it ſeems to me to be 
| adent and chriſtian for any party to quit it, rather 
man to continue an occsfion of wrangling for the ſake 
of it, Nay if, as it ſomeumes happens, the ſame thing 
js judg'd neceflary by ſome, which is reckon'd barely 
idviſable, or perhaps only tolerable, by others, one 
would think that by a little yielding on each hand, 
men might eaſi ly net a rupture, and the ſplitting 


into parties: and both of them thereby do ſervice to 
oMWecligion in general; the one, for inſtance, bearing for 
is (MY pcace-fake with what they judge tolerable, and the o- 
th MW ther, for the ſame reaſon, contenting themſelves with 
gu their bearin with it, without inſiſting upon their a- 
1 orecing with their opinion of the neceſſity of it. 1 
t ſudiouſly wave the exemplifying this, as I eaſily | 
en might, in particular caſes : the mentioning it in ge- 
mineral can do no harm; and it all parties would honettly 
u practiſe it, I am ſure it muſt be of fingular ſervice to 
rn ß 
But there are other things wherein no ſuch neceſſity 
rey or uſcfulneſs can be pretended, and which perhaps by 
hi ome are judg'd evi, or however doubtful ; he CCr- 
ed tainly, for the avoiding ſtrife, men in this caſe ſhould _ 
rea be willing either to forbear the uſe of ſuch things, or, 
ei however, to be caſy in their own uſe of them, without 
leg expecting the compliance of thoſe who are otherwiſe 
; nil minded, e Ws OS 
8 t Again, ſometimes it may happen that a thing which 
dig might not be deſigned amiſs at firſt, ſhall anſwer no pur- 
| th 5 ſo much as that of incouraging animoſities, and firing 
ef the zeal of one party againſt another: and then doubt- 
leſs the cutting off the occaſion which is taken could do 
ter no damage, but muſt rather be a ſervice to the cauſe of 
ra religion. And if I ſhould venture to alledge the ob- 
ure {crvation of this day as an inſtance of this nature, 1 
cxtil 4latter my ſelf that I ſhall not be underſtood as cen- 
a bring a party, but only ſome particular perſons who 
ti take this handle to ſtir mens paſſions, and to vex and 
ing provoke their no oo rr Fr I, 
hey However juſt we ſuppoſe the reaſon was at firſt for 
cam ppointing the day to be oblerv'd, and with how much 
oth 1 8 20, 


piety. 


and loudeſt in their invectives upon it. 
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piety and devotion it may have been obſerv'd by ve 
good men; yet as it relates to a fact fo long apo tri pd tO 
acted, wherein none of the preſent generation ce law! 
have the leaſt hand, and the righteous God diſdal wut! 
mens uſing that proverb, The fathers have eaten ſy 
grapes, and the childrens teeth are ſet an cage, Eik er 
-  xvili.,2, Sc. we can't reaſonably think God will be g. 
fended ſhould the obſervation of the day be laid age ar 
It would be injurious to a merciful God, to ſuppoſe thy 
be keeps his anger for ever ; or that he who ſhow 1 
regard to a wicked Ahab's humbling himſelf, (1 Kg obe 
EXxi. 29) has not accepted of the humiliation that he 
been annually obſerv'd for ſo many years paſt. Nor is 
tit likely that he, who would have all owr things be dau 
_ evith charity, 1 Cor. xvi. 14. and is diſpleaſed when his 
people form themſelves into parties, envying and ver. 
ing one another; tis not, I ſay, likely that he ill 
_ diſapprove the removal of ſuch occaſions of wrath and 
| bitterneſs. But however the friends of peace may wiſh 
well to ſuch a courſe ; yet it muſt be left to the wiſdom 
of the legiſlature, who are able to judge whether the 
_ preſent government is not ſenſibly ed by the ule 
which is by ſome made of the day; and whether they 
- are not the enemies, or at leaſt the very doubtful friends 
of our happy ſettlement, who are molt fond of the day, 


(c.) Since party-ſtrifes and animoſities are hindrances 
to the advancement of our Saviour's kingdom, let us all 
beware that we do not contribute to the promoting 
them. When parties abound, as we all ſee they do in 
the preſent age, tis difficult for perſons to keep them. 
ſelves from being embark'd with ſome or other of them, 
and from being carry'd away with the ſpirit of that par: 
ty to which they have jvin'd themſelves ; bur the more | 
difficult the thing is, the more need have we to watch 
with relation to it. I don't think that in order to this 
a perſon is to be indifferent about the ſeveral opinions 
that are abroad in the world: nay, if J am not miſts 
ken, ſuch an indifference is one of the prevailing evib 
of the preſent age. Tis certainly Chriſtians duty to 
yrove all things, in order to their holding faſt that 
ch 15 good I Theſſ. v. 21. and the les they take 
things upon truſt, the more likely they are to cons 
—18 | | | | and 
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nd to be eſtabliſh'd in the the truth. Nor & [ think: 


ruth, for the ſake of avoiding {ſtrife ; tho prudence 

wy direct them. not to publiſh it, when neither the 

nportance of it, nor the likelihood of doing more 

wd by ſpreading the truth, than hurt by _—_ ſtrife, 
wears to be very great. Nor is it neceſſary that all 
duiſtians ſhould entertain exactly the ſame ſentiments 
qorder to their avoiding ſuch animoſities. "Tis hardly 
be expected that all good men will ever in this world | 
exactly of the ſame judgment in all things. All 
ere fore that can be done by Chriſtians is to prevent 
ill conſequences of ſuch unavoidable differences, 
ul to take care that they be not tranſported by an in- 
zmpcrate zeal againſt thoſe who differ from them, but 
at they bear with one another in love. Every man 
Wa right indeed to vindicate, as he is able, what he 


1 es to be truth: but ſtill he muſt anſwer for it, if 
oes not do it according to the rules of charity and 
f weckneſs. "Tis certain that the things abſolutely ne- 


firy to be believ'd are not only few, but very plain, 
ud expreſly deliver'd in the ſcripture: and the pro- 
fed belief of theſe, as they are contain'd therein, 


ki ſufficient ground for Chriſtians to receive and love 
Wi: another, provided their lives are agreeable to the 
tian rule. The deſign of our holy religion is not to 
mens heads with infignificant and nice Leculations 1 
u to make them good men, to form them to the like- 
of God, and a meetneſs for the enjoyment of him 
nd where men live ſoberly, righteouſiy, and godly, 
ug fign they have learnt the leſſon the grace of God 
wdefign'd to teach them, and that they know and be- 
(Te all that is abſolutely neceſſary for a Chriſtian: and 
ll ve ſee men part with a good conſcience, we ſhould 
mare how we cenſure them as making [hip wreck of 


awful for men to diſown what they apprehend to be | 


out the comments of this or the other party, ſhould - 


Fo Wh, 1 Tim. i. 19. becauſe they think differently 1 2 
vils | Modeſty ſhould teach us to think that we may be 


taken as well as our neighbours, and therefore ſhould 
nſhly judge them. %%% 7 
here is nothing will tend more to the putting an 
(to party-ſtrifes, than if men will agree on all hands 

| | 5 | not 
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Sſiuiſious, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? N 


Apollos, are ye net carnal? 1 Cor. iii. 3, 4. If ng 


common for men to love ſuch as are like themſclygl 


is the object of it ; for then, as this is God's image, 
; tmp love men for God's fake. Till we ſeemy 


lend à helping hand in the caſe ; let every one ite 
and endeavour: to mend his own {pirit, and be ang 
ample of that chriſtian temper which is ſo defirablel 
the proſperity of the nation, and of religion among u 


his fervent prayers, that the Lord of peace 420114 N 
eis peace always, by all means, 2 The 
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„and will refolve to infift upon no Hofe fem an 


another than a plaip ſcripture belief; and if they il 


His an argument of the contrary: Te ave yet ohrif 
lor vphereas there is among - you envying, ſtrife, l 


qvhile one ſaith, I am of Paul, and another, I any 


love is guided by a party, it is but carnal; they ly 
poly their own likeneſs, and they. walk Ag men, it bel 


ut then is our love truly noble, when goodneſs in 


this love ahd charity reviv'd, religion is like to lu 
gui n, and the labours of miniſters to be but of 
rvice. And therefore for God's ſake let every d 


And with all his other endeavours, let every one 


* 


64% >} 1 25 


- 
x My $0 * 4. 
* Me. * 1 - 


Aue 


2 Wis Fs 


"> I) 
% 


